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Low rate of infected knee replacements in a nationwide series – is it an underestimate?

Review of the Finnish Arthroplasty Register on 38,676 operations performed in 1997–2003

Esa Jämsen 
Table 4 Overall rates of reoperation due to infection in different datasets depending on the definition for infection. Dataset “All FAR” was primarily used in the analyses.

	Dataset
	Number of cases
	Definition and source for infectious endpoints



	
	
	FAR
	
	FAR + HDR (matched)1
	
	HDR
	
	Combined

	
	
	Reoperation for infection
	
	Reoperation for infection
	
	Any operation and

diagnosis of infection
	
	

	
	
	n
	% (CI)
	
	n
	% (CI)
	
	n
	% (CI)
	
	n
	% (CI)

	All FAR 
	38,676
	298
	0.77

(0.69–0.86)
	
	225
	0.58 

(0.51–0.66)
	
	295
	0.76 

(0.68–0.85)
	
	344
	0.89 

(0.80–0.99)

	All HDR
	39,048
	275
	0.70

(0.63–0.79)
	
	210
	0.54

(0.47–0.62)
	
	269
	0.69

(0.61–0.78)
	
	314
	0.80

(0.72–0.90)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FAR+HDR, matched
	36,916
	275
	0.74

(0.66–0.84)
	
	210
	0.57

(0.50–0.65)
	
	265
	0.72

(0.64–0.81)
	
	310
	0.84

(0.75–0.94)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-matched FAR
	1,760
	23
	1.31

(0.87–1.95)
	
	15
	0.85

(0.52–1.40)
	
	30
	1.70

(1.20–2.42)
	
	34
	1.93

(1.39–2.69)

	Non-matched HDR
	2,132
	N/A
	
	
	N/A
	
	
	4
	0.19

(0.07–0.48)
	
	4
	0.19

(0.07–0.48)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All operations
	40,808
	298
	0.73

(0.65–0.82)
	
	225
	0.55

(0.48–0.63)
	
	299
	0.73

(0.65–0.82)
	
	348
	0.85

(0.77–0.95)

	FAR = Finnish Arthroplasty Register, HDR = Hospital Discharge Register, CI = 95% confidence interval, N/A = not available/applicable, 1 same reoperation registered in both registers


